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Macbeth Socratic Seminar 

-Next class we will have a Socratic Seminar on Macbeth. I want to warn you that many 

students find it difficult to sustain a student-directed discussion on the play.  The 

quality of this seminar will entirely depend on your preparation and willingness to 

engage.  Remember you are responsible for the quality of the seminar. You will need to 

participate at least 3 meaningful times.  This is your chance to explore your ideas and 

your insights about the play. 

Seminar Preparation:  

-Write four discussable questions in preparation for our Socratic 

Seminar.  Discussable questions are either interpretative or evaluative 

(see guide on back).  

 -Write three observations or comments you would like to make about 

the play.  

I will check this sheet as you enter the room next class and you will 

turn it in before class is over.  

Question 1:  

 

Question 2:  

 

Question 3:  

 

Question 4:  

 

Observation/Comment 1:  

 

Observation/Comment 2:  

 

Observation/Comment 3: 



Questioning Quick Reference Guide 

Factual (What is the author saying?): Questions that only have one 

answer.  It must be supported by the text. This is the lowest form of 

questioning but is important to understand key plot points.  It does not 

necessarily need to be a simple answer.  

Examples: 

 What is the name of Esperanza’s sister? 

  How does Esperanza meet Rachel and Lucy? 

Interpretive (What does the author mean?): Questions that have more 

than one answer that can be supported with evidence from the text.  

Interpretive questions keep discussions going and require the reader to 

refer back to the text.  

 Character motivation (why a character does something). Use 

questions to discover reasons behind a character’s 

statements, actions and/or thoughts. 

o Example: Why does Esperanza compare herself and her 

friends to four skinny trees. 

 Interesting use of language.  Develops discussions on how an 

author expresses an idea or creates a description. 

o Example: Why does the author use vignettes to tell 

Esperanza’s story  

 Key words to use in interpretive questions: how, where, why, 

and when.  

Evaluative (What do you think of the author’s ideas?): Questions that 

ask the reader to decide if s/he agrees with the writer’s ideas or point of 

view of a character.  The answer to an evaluative question depends on a 

reader’s prior knowledge, experience, values, or opinions as well as his or 

her interpretation of the text. 

 Do you think that it is realistic for Esperanza to achieve 

her dreams?  

 How did the chapter Born Bad make you feel?  

 


